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Global LLC, which recently completed replacement of lights at three local malls owned by Wilmorite Inc. (Photo by Kimberly McKinzie)

To Sanwal Sarraf, the transition from traditional incandescent light bulbs to more energyefficient LED
varieties is like the evolution from typewriters to computers, film to digital images and albums to digital
recordings.
“A new revolution is starting in lighting,” said Sarraf, CEO of Lumentek Global LLC, a firm he started in
2005. “The (lightemitting diode) light source will revolutionize the way we use light in the future due to
features and functions enabled by embedded electronics.”
As of Jan. 1, 40 and 60watt incandescent bulbs are being phased out in keeping with a law passed by
Congress in 2007. The light bulbs can no longer be manufactured in the United States because they do not
meet federal energyefficiency standards.
It is the last part of a gradual phaseout that began in 2012 with 100watt bulbs and progressed last year
with discontinuation of the 75watt bulb.
The transition to LED lighting has started worldwide. The global industrial and commercial LED market was
worth nearly $13 million in 2012 and is expected to reach $86 million by 2019, according to a report
published by Transparency Market Research in April.
Sarraf said the new bulbs are better for the environment and last 10 times longer than traditional light
bulbs. LED light also is more controllable for color temperature, color changing and brightness.
Henriettabased Lumentek is working to accelerate the transition to LED lighting. The nineperson firm
designs, manufactures and markets LED products, mainly for commercial and industrial applications.
It recently completed replacement of lights at three local malls owned by Wilmorite Inc.: the Marketplace
Mall, Eastview Mall and the Mall at Greece Ridge. Lumentek worked with Fairportbased Felson Energy

Inc. on the project.
Mike Wilmot, general manager at the Marketplace Mall, said the estimated cost saving at the malls as a
result of the project is nearly $32,000 annually, and roughly 337,500 kilowatts of energy will be saved each
year.
Lumentek’s experience and industry contacts helped make the transition a smooth one, Wilmot said.
“They walked us through the whole process,” he said.
Lumentek also is involved with area restaurants, hospitals, educational institutions and corporations to help
with the transition to LED lighting. Its products do not require rewiring or changes to existing fixtures, Sarraf
noted.
The business has some operations in China, but it is working with Harbec Inc. of Ontario, Wayne County,
to bring back some of the manufacturing capabilities. Lumentek is also in talks with a publicly traded
Chinese company to market jointly and manufacture products in the United States and export some to
China.
Robert Bechtold, Harbec president, said the deal with Lumentek not only helps the environment—his firm
also is upgrading its lighting—but is bringing manufacturing work back to the United States.
Lumentek also is working with Rochester Institute of Technology’s Golisano Center for Sustainability to set
up a demonstration lab to create awareness of the benefits of LED lighting.
Sarraf said several companies in the area are engaged in alternative energy technologies, from solar to
sugar.
“We need (these) initiatives—here in Rochester, by Rochester companies—to save energy and help our
economy grow,” Sarraf said.
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